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Report on Attending the Asia Youth International Model United 
Nation, (AYIMUN) 2020, held at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 

Asia Youth International Model United Nations Conference aims to 

engage youth leaders from all over the world and to provide a 

platform to share perspectives in opinions with the theme Human 

security agenda in the globalised world. It is an annual conference 

wherein young leaders from all over the world sit together in an 

assembly called Meeting Session and each of them plays the role as a 

Diplomat, representing the country they are assigned to. Its main 

aim is to provide a platform for young future diplomats to encourage 

themselves in understanding global issues and its policies, debate 

and share perspectives among participants from different 

backgrounds and different ethnicities. The ultimate goal of AIYMUN 

is to empower youth awareness of current international relations 

and issues, understand and try to form possible solutions to solve 

particular issues related to Human security whilst providing an 

atmosphere where participants can directly represent their assigned 

countries as an official delegate and feel the atmosphere of the 

United Nations Conference. The theme of this year’s Conference was 

“Global Diplomacy Amongst the Sovereign Nations”. 

Out of 14,153 applicants from 165 countries around the world, I was 

lucky enough to get selected as one of the official delegate from 

India to attend the AYIMUN 2020 conference which was held from 

15th February to 19th February, I represented on behalf of Rajiv 

Gandhi University. The conference was attended by 570 delegates 

from 51 different countries. I was placed in the United Nation High 

Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 

council and was assigned the country 

Senegal. After getting formally 

selected, we were asked to submit a 

Position Paper on the topic “Granting 

of Citizenship to Stateless People” in 

context to our assigned country. I did 

some research on my assigned country 

Senegal and submitted a position 

paper to the UNHCR council 

committee. 

 

Report published in Independent 

review. 

Report published in Arunachal Times. 



DAY 1 (15th February 2020) 

After a long wait, finally the hundreds of delegates from 51 countries worldwide gathered in Kuala 

Lumpur, Malaysia, to attend the Opening Ceremony of Asia Youth International Model United 

Nations (AIYMUN) 2020. Taken place at Sunway Hotel Kuala Lumpur Ballroom, the Opening 

Ceremony was started by a traditional dance from Malaysia called Rentak and Inang Dance. 

 

The opening speech was given by Anna Puigderrajols, the Secretary General of AIYMUN 2020. In her 

speech, Anna conveyed her encouragement for all the delegates to be brave and put aside the 

hesitation in participating at the conference. 

 

 

 

 

 

Delegates attending the opening ceremony Traditional Malaysian dance being performed 

Delegates listening to Secretary General of 

AYIMUN 2020 

Delegates of Africa posing in the front. 

Secretary General giving her speech Delegates vividly listening to one of the speaker 



 

This year, the committee concepted the Opening 

Ceremony to carry out the message of friendship 

and solidarity. This message was well-delivered 

through the set of agenda, as the delegates had both 

fun and serious time. 

 

The main agenda in the Opening Ceremony 

was the Grand Symposium, which invited 

notable speakers to share their experience and 

give motivation and inspiration to the 

delegates. The three speakers came from 

different background- Mr. Joachim Babo is a 

diplomat, the Representative of Australia High 

Commissioner; Mr. Rehhahn Tudball is an 

expert MUN-er and the President of United 

Nations Association of Malaysia and Mr. Alaa 

Bakkar is the Founder of Give and Go, a teacher 

and a TEDx speaker. All speakers shared their 

life experience and knowledge based on their 

expertise, as well as gave their point of view of 

global diplomacy and how to make the most in 

life. 

 

After the speaker’s speeches, the delegates 

were given a chance to raise their questions 

directly to the three speakers. We were so 

enthusiastic and until the end of the Opening 

Ceremony, we approached the speakers and 

had some discussion with the three speakers. 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Joachim Babo giving his speech 

Mr. Rehhahn Tudball giving his speech 

Mr. Alaa Bakkar sharing his knowlege 

The speakers of Grand Symposium in frame 



That’s me jolting down the important points 

during moderated caucus. 

DAY 2 (16th February 2020) 

The main agenda of AYIMUN 2020 has started today, as 

we have finished the first day of Committee Session. 

The venue was at Sunway Putra Hotel, where we had 

super intense discussions in the UNHCR council under 

the topic “Granting of Citizenship to Stateless People”.  

The first day of Committee Session was started by MUN 

101. In this session, we learned how to do MUN through 

the explanation from the Board of Director (BoD) and  

practical examples. It was expected that 

conducting the MUN 101right before the real 

conference would complete the prior 

preparation that has been done by us at home. 

Proceeding to the real conference, in the 

Moderated Caucus we had Roll Call, General 

Speaker’s List and Topic Discussion.  

 

 

 

Meanwhile, we had the chance to discuss freely 

in building the resolution framework in the 

Unmoderated Caucus. Today’s agenda was ended 

by the motion to suspend the meeting until 

tomorrow and photo sessions in each council. 

 

We got some surprise visits from the real 

diplomats too. The Ambassador of the 

Philippines for Malaysia graced the event. 

In this surprise visit, the diplomat shared 

his experiences throughout his career as 

diplomat and encouraged us to uphold 

diplomacy and pursue one’s country’s 

interest in a good way.  

The Board members of UNHCR 

The delegates participating in moderated caucus 

The voting is done by rising up the placards  



Utilizing the chance to raise questions and 

discuss with the ambassadors, we were very 

delighted in raising our best questions to cure 

our curiosity directly to the expert in the 

diplomatic field.  

 

 

DAY 3 (17th February 2020) 

The second day of the Committee Session continued the discussions on the Refugees and 

Statelessness issues, each delegate from respective country spoke on the steps taken up by their 

country to tackle the problems.  

 

We were also told to submit a Draft Resolution on the issue 

of refugees and statelessness after forming an alliance with 

other countries. I joined a group of countries as an alliance; 

keeping in mind the interest of my country is being fulfilled. 

We took a vow to help each other in tackling the problems 

together.  

 

 

 

 

We collectively prepared a Draft Resolution for the Refugee and statelessness issue after much 

debates and discussions among us. There were some serious debates and discussions in drafting the 

resolutions between two groups of alliances, since everyone wanted to ensure that the solutions 

they proposed would be accepted and passed. 

Visited by an ambassador of Philippines  

That’s me as the diplomat of Senegal 

Posing with friends from different countries 
Our party in deep discussion in unmoderated 

caucus 



 

Eventually, after much debates, our Alliance’s Draft Resolutions Passed successfully in the 

Committee Session by getting the maximum number of votes by different countries. In end we had 

Certificate Distribution programme.  

The closing ceremony happened in the evening, where different countries performed their cultural 

dances. There was also a Parade of Nations in which each delegate represented their country by 

holding their National Flag. 

 

 

 

 

 

The team UNHCR after the committee session Awarded the certificate by Board of Director 

Cultural program kick starts Cultural performance by South Africa 

With a delegate friend from Pakistan With friends from Zimbabwe 

       Dance performance by Philippines             Dance performance by Indonesia 



 

 

 

           Dance performance by India            Dance performance by Sri lanka 

             Dance performance by Nepal      Cultural performance by Zimbabwe 

Delegates of Africa during the cultural night      Delegates in their traditional attire 

                          Delegates showcasing their flag during the Parade of Nations  



 

DAY 4 (18th February 2020) 

 We had our city tour program, in which we were taken to many important places in Malaysia. 

DAY 5 (19th February 2020) 

On this day, I joined a program known as Jom Breakfast organised by the Institute Onn Ja’afar which 

is a non-profit organization in Malaysia to help the poor and vulnerable. We visited a school for 

homeless kids. There we distributed some eatables and fruits as breakfast. We also interacted with 

the kids and played games together. There were delegates from 15 different Universities from 

around the world who joined the volunteering program. I was proudly representing my University, 

Rajiv Gandhi University there.  At the end program, we were given a certificate of participation by 

the said NGO. 

 

 

 

 At the entrance of the School for Homeless     Volunteers distributing breakfast Items 

       That’s me with the kids of the school       Photo with the faculties of the School 



Output of the Conference 

The main output of the conference is the Draft Resolution that was submitted to the UNHCR Committee. 

At the end of the Conference the delegates who play the role of Diplomats from different countries need 

to form an alliance and submit a Draft Resolution. To make a Draft Resolution there is a specific process. 

There should be at least 6 countries who act as Sponsors to take up the issue. Then there are Signatories, 

the countries who support and are ready to be part of the Draft resolution making. To make the Draft 

Resolution there is a specific format that a party should follow. Before making the Draft Resolution, there 

is delivering of speech, formal debate and negotiation among the diplomats. Every Diplomats need to 

give insights and place their views in their country’s interest. After much discussion among the party, a 

Draft Resolution is prepared. The Draft Resolution is then placed before the Committee and the other 

party on the floor for discussion. The errors can be pointed out by the other party members and further 

correction can be made in the Draft Resolution. Then we have the voting process. For a Draft Resolution 

to get passed in the Committee Session, it needs to get the majority vote. The voting is done by the 

diplomats of different countries. All the proceedings were carried out similar to that of real United 

Nations Conference and Sessions. 

 So, I was one of the Signatory of a Party/Alliance whose Draft Resolution got passed. Since, I 

was allocated the country Senegal as my assigned country.  I represented Senegal throughout the 

Conference. I played the role of a diplomat for the country Senegal. I took part in the discussion and 

placed my country’s interest while making the Draft Resolution. 

  The output of the conference is a Draft Resolution which contents of the current issues and 

proposed solutions. Next there will be a follow up action regarding the resolution. There will be program 

known as AYIMUN for The World which is a social action program to provide the alumni of AYIMUN 

to objectify their social action ideas. They have called up for Project ideas and the selected idea will be 

funded by the AYIMUN. 

The Draft Resolution that is passed will also be submitted to the real diplomats of United Nations. 

Hence it will give a new perspective about the issues to the diplomats in the United Nations. With many 

new insights about the issues, it can be a new source of debate and discussion. If the clauses in the Draft 

Resolutions are verified and are reliable, then it could be included in the real United Nations Draft 

Resolution. In a way, it will help the United Nations to tackle the Issues and make this world a little better 

place to live in. The significance about the Draft Resolution is that, it is prepared by the youths from all 

over the world after much debates and discussion. They play the role of diplomats throughout the 

Conference. The Draft Resolution that is prepared is amalgamation of many ideas and insights by 

different countries. 

Being part of the Conference, one important thing that I gained is the Networking. Now I have 

friends from all over the world. I can know about the happenings in their country. I can have access to 

their country’s ideas to tackle the emerging issues and problems. We can discuss and give suggestions to 

each other on various issues and problems. We can also collaborate and tackle many social issues 

together. On an individual level, I have made many new friends from different countries, I have overcome 

the fear of public speaking, became acquainted with diplomacy and international issues and enhanced my 

leadership skills.  
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Delegate Name: Jimmy Sonam

Country: Senegal

Committee: UNHCR

Topic: Grant citizenship for stateless persons

The Organisation of African Unity (OAU) Convention Governing the Specific Aspects of

Refugee Problems in Africa adopted a regional treaty based on the Convention, adding to the

definition that a refugee is “Any person compelled to leave his/her country owing to external

aggression,  occupation,  foreign domination  or  events  seriously  disturbing public  order  in

either part or the whole of his country of origin or nationality.” In 1984, a group of Latin

American governments adopted the Cartagena Declaration, which like the OAU Convention,

added  more  objectivity  based  on  significant  consideration  to  the  1951  Convention.  The

Cartagena Declaration determine that a 'refugee' includes “Persons who flee their countries

because their lives, safety or freedom have been threatened by generalised violence, foreign

aggression,  internal  conflicts,  massive  violation  of  human  rights  or  other  circumstances

which have seriously disturbed public order.” Refugee and asylum seekers only account for

about 6% of the foreign population in Senegal. Of the 14,443 refugees in Senegal, 95% of

them  are  Mauritanians.  The  large  and  protracted  presence  of  Mauritanians  refugees  in

Senegal dates back to the 1989 Senegal-Mauritania conflict, when some 53,000 Mauritanians

with black African origins were expelled from their homeland ( Bartolomeo, Fakhoury &

Perrin, 2010; MPC, 2013).

The  Refugees  and  Asylum  seekers  in  Senegal  are  from  the  countries  like  Mauritania,

Rwanda,  Central  African  Republic,  Gambia,  Liberia,  Burundi,  Côte  d’Ivoire,  Democratic

Republic of the Congo, Guinea, Nigeria and others. Senegal hosted some 23,800 refugees and

asylum seekers. Over 20,000 were Mauritanians who, between 1989 and 1991, fled ethnic

persecution. The ongoing internal conflict in the Casamance region between the Senegalese

military forces and the Casamance Movement of Democratic Forces rebel group has created a

protracted refugee situation resulting in IDPs and others who live in affected areas where

records  have  been  burnt.  (Manby,2015).  Lack  of  documentation  is  most  significant  for

children and prevents them from having access to schooling. Flooding and storms displaced

24,192  people  in  Senegal  in  the  summer  of  2016  (IDMC,  2017).  The  2016  Gambian

presidential election results caused 76,000 people to cross, through official and unofficial

crossings, from the  Gambia into Senegal for safety in early 2017 (Caux, 2017). Those fleeing

the political uncertainty were Gambians, Senegalese, bi-nationals, in addition to Ghanaians,



Liberians,  Guineans,  Mauritanians  and other  foreigners  (UNHCR,  2017).  According  to  a

2007 tripartite agreement, Senegal, Mauritanians and UNHCR have worked together towards

the  continued  repatriation  of  Mauritanians  refugees  to  their  homeland  (Mandy,  2015).

Authorities  in  Senegal  have developed plans  to  distribute food and relief  items  to up to

100,000 people. Food includes rice, oil, sugar while non-food items will include mattresses,

mats, blankets, sheets and soaps.

The UN-assisted repatriation, which began in January 2008 has settled refugees mainly in the

Mauritanian  border  area  of  Brakna.  More  than  30,000  refugees  who  had  been  living  in

Senegal  have  been  resettled  in  Mauritania,  according  to  the  UN.  UNHCR  assisted  the

refugees  in  northern  Senegal  until  1995  and  facilitated  the  reintegration  of  35,000  who

decided on their own accord to return home between 1996 and 1998.

The three points resolution that the country wants to put forth are:

1) Since the country is acting as a host for many of the refugees of nearby countries the

human resources and as well as various other resources are also limited. So the UN

should assist the country by providing more fund allocations to uphold the refugees as

well as the country’s population. More funds for  the country who have more numbers

of refugees.

2) Out of 100 % refugees the 90 % of the population of the refugees are from Mauritania

so the UNHCR should make the efforts to come up with an agreement with both the

countries to repatriate the refugees back to their home.
3) The case of Internally Displaced People should also be taken into account. Due to the

conflicts  happening  in  Casamance,  many  people  are  internally  displaced.  So  the

United  Nations  should  take  up  efforts  to  bring  peace  in  the  region.  Casamance

Movement of Democratic Forces 
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